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Gbhe Square Chronicle. 


No. XI. FEBRUARY, 1921. 


EDITORIAL. 


It is the privilege of few publications, we imagine, to go to 
Sleep for six years, and then to awake again with an increased 
circulation ; ; yet this is what has actually happened in the case of 
the “ Square Chronicle.” 

* " % * % 

Serious national events in 1916 caused the Past Students’ 
Association to close down for the period of the War, so that the 
last number of the “Chronicle’’ actually dates as far back as 
December, 1915; all that has happened between that date and 
to-day would fill many magazines, but such a record is obviously 
beyond us, and we must utilise our limited space in bringing 
up-to-date the news of the present session, and in introducing some 
new writers to our small circle of readers. 


% % # ¥ 


We feel that the unanimous desire expressed in the School to 
revive the “Chronicle”’ is a compliment to the former numbers, 
and it will be seen that the Magazine has been printed as nearly as 
possible in the same style; it will be noted, however, that the present 
number is a record one, inasmuch as it consists of 24 pages. 


x % ” ¥ 


We have had our task much lightened by the work of the 
Sub-Editor, Mr. G. R. Boyes, who has managed to gather together 
good material from the present students, so that the present 
number is largely the result of their unaided efforts. This is one 
of the good results already shown by the amalgamation of the 
Past Students’ Association with that of the School. 

% x x x 

We have no authority yet to talk about future numbers, but 
now that the initial step has been taken in restarting the Magazine, 
we hope that there will be no further lapse, and that with a greatly 
increased membership we shall go forward gaining renewed vigour 
until the size and value of the “ Chronicle” is worthy of our great 
School. We shall be pleased to consider contributions from any 
members, and look with confidence to those who have crossed the 
seas for news of their travels, showing that they still remember 
with affection the old days at the ‘ Square.” 

3s ok * 6 

We shall welcome at any time suggestions for the improvement 
of our little journal, and appeal to all members to help us to achieve 
this desirable end. 
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In taking up again the task of setting before past and present 
students this chronicle of events at the ‘ Square,” we cannot help 
thinking of the gallant gentlemen, cut down in the flower of their 
manhood, who will never again grace our functions. | 


ale 
-\> 


There are gaps in our ranks, but we have worthy recruits, and 
the future is full of promise. 


THE SECRETARY’S PAGE. 


Probably many of our members have, since our last issue of 
the ‘‘ Square Chronicle” in December, 1915, turned over the pages 
of our ten numbers and read again and again the playful parodies 
of the Editor, the interesting contributions relating experiences of 
past students at home and abroad, the‘ lively record of students 
then engaged in the pursuit of knowledge at No. 17, and in so doing 
each one must have experienced a joy in recalling happy days when 
expenses were low, taxes reasonable, and pleasures frequent. and 
have looked forward to the time when it would again be possible to 
publish the ‘ Square Chronicle.” 


The little band of enthusiasts who, in 1912, encouraged by 
many expressions of goodwill and promises of support, launched the 
Past Students’ Association, have, during the last few months, 
again gathered around the Committee table and revived the 
activities of the Association. An amalgamation with the School of 
Pharmacy Students’ Association has been effected and a joint 
executive appointed, and the union of the two bodies is working 


smoothly and successfully to the mutual advantage of all students, 
past and present. 


The annual dinner in 1920 resulted in a record attendance and 
a memorable evening. This year an earlier start has been made 
with the arrangements for this function, which will be held at the 
Holborn Restaurant on Wednesday, March 2nd, and no effort will 
be spared to ensure the comfort and entertainment of the members, 


who, it is hoped, will respond in such numbers as to surpass even 
last year’s gathering. 


A new membership booklet, in which for the first time present 
students are included, has been prepared and circulated to all 
members of the former Past Students’ Association. Many of these 
have already proved their continued interest in their old School by 
forwarding subscriptions for the current year. The sum asked is 
small, and a strong membership will be required to meet the heavy 
charges now prevailing for printing and postage. Will all other 
past students who receive our eleventh edition please send along 5/- 
by return of post, and so relieve the anxiety of the Committee, the 
Editor, and the Treasurer ? 


If our members throughout the world value this connecting 
link with the School of Pharmacy where they spent many joyous 
days and a few laborious nights, and if they appreciate the efforts 


215 


of the Committee in re-starting the Association, they can easily 
demonstrate approval by their active and cordial support. 


It is possible at some later date the suggestion made recently 
by the Western Pharmacists’ Association (of London) to the 
- Council of the Pharmaceutical Society that No. 15, Bloomsbury 
Square should be converted into a Club for Pharmacists may 
mature, in which case past students might then be in a position to 
avail themselves of the facilities offered for more frequent re-unions, 
impromptu and others, but here again, it must be emphasised, the 
development of such a scheme would depend entirely on the interest 

shown by the members now and in the near future. 


Do you desire the Association to flourish and expand ? 


Harry Marvin. 


ENTRE NOUS. 


We believe that the rumour that last year’s Old Boys’ football 
team had undergone a course of treatment with monkey-gland 
tablets is quite unfounded, possibly the rumour arose through some 
of them having been seen at the pictures viewing ‘Tarzan of 
the Apes.’’ 


Apropos of this year’s Old Boys’ Match, we hear that the 
goalkeeper of the Old ’uns suggests that next year the veterans be 
allowed to erect barbed wire defences inside the penalty line; or if 
this is considered too unsporting, that the goalkeeper be ocdyvided 
with a spade, and be permitted to dig himself in. 


* ok * * 


Congratulations to— 


C. E. CorrFiEtp: ist Class Honours (Chemistry), B.Sc. 
HitpretH GLyN-Jones: Final Exam. for Bar (9th on the list), 
H. ALAN TayLor: Final Exam. for A.I.C. 

ES 3g * 


Past students of 20 years ago will have read with deep regret 
of the untimely death of Mr. H. G. Mitchell of Boscombe. They 
will be glad to hear that a letter was sent at the time to Mrs. Mitchell 
by the Hon. Sec., Mr. Harry Martin, expressing our deep sympathy, 
H. G. Mitchell captained the football team which lifted the Cup 
in 1901-2, and was most popular both as a captain and in the 
social life at the Square. 


al al al. 
“ pas 7 


The letter on following page reached us shortly after our 
publication was suspended. As the matter still remains of general 
interest we have pleasure in inserting it. Mr. Upsher Smith will 
forgive us for the delay, it was the Kaiser’s fault. 
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Tue Epiror, 860, UNIVERSITY AVENUE, 
““SouARE CHRONICLE,” Sr. Paut. 
Dear Sir, September 9th, 1975. 


The enclosed slip may be of interest to you, representing the 
type of College yell so dear to the heart of the American. 


Every College, as you know, has its own particular yells, which 
are used with much vigour at dinners, re-unions, football matches, 
and particularly when one College meets another in any form 
of rivalry. 


The most dynamic person in the crowd leads the chorus, and 
he (or she) is usually armed with a megaphone to enhance the effect. 


On this particular occasion the Alumni Banquet, held last week 
at the Minneapolis Convention of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists, the writer was called upon to respond for the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, and for “the Square.” 


With a little practice and a little coaching, say from Mr. Fairchild, 
the boys at next year’s “Square” Dinner might pull off quite an 
event in some such way as this :— 

Greenish, Greenish ! 
Sis—Boom—Rah ! 
School of Pharmacy—Rah—Rah—Rah ! 


With best wishes to the boys. 
Yours very*truly, 


BF, A. UpsHER SMITH. 


P—C—P YELLS. 


Sulphur Borax N H 3 
Sadtler, Sadtler P C P! 


Remington, Remington ! 
Sis—Boom—Rah ! 
College of Pharmacy—Rah—-Rah—Rah ! 


Ethyl—Methyl—Zeta Phi, 
Protoplasm Nuclei Fibro-vascular P—-C—-P 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy! 


We're the boys of P—C-—P 

We're the boys of Pharmacy; 

We’re the boys that make the pills and 
You’re the boys that pay the bills! 


75—75— 
-Eat ’em alive! 
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SCHOOL NOTES. 


Up to the time of writing, the present session has proved 
to be quite as enjoyable as any of its predecessors. The 
number of students is larger than ever before, and as a con- 
sequence the Students’ Association has been able to extend its 
activities with considerable success. Elsewhere in these pages 
are recorded the doings of the. various Clubs—Football, 
Hockey, and Social—and we understand that arrangements 
are in progress for Tennis for the summer term. Those 
students of last year who were members of the Tennis Club 
will recall many enjoyable Saturdays spent on the courts at 
Edgware. 


The present term is full of possibilities. The Inter- 
Pharmacy Football Cup is not yet won, the second School 
dance and Old Boys’ match and Football Club dinner will 
’ have been held before these Notes appear in print, and the 
School dinner has been fixed for March 2nd. We hope to see 
Many past students of the Square present at these social func- 
tions, and the Football Club will welcome vocal support on 
the touch line, particularly for League fixtures. 


With the near approach of Easter and the attendant Major 
Examination, our advanced students are having an anxious 
time. The Christmas tree has disappeared, and it is rumoured 
that ice has been imported in considerable quantities. We wish 
them all every success, and trust that, after the Major, the 
Council prizes will once again be won by three Square students. 


In the Minor laboratory we are assured that sodium hydro- 
oxide tastes much nicer through a pipette, and now that the 
glass rod has been introduced to a beakeg, work is proceeding 
apace. We hear rumours of the sccevem of stramonium car- 
bonate, and it is whispered abroad that the balances are now 
provided with a plumber suspended over a fine point. 


In the Christmas Vacation a new boiler was fitted to the 
heating apparatus in the Lecture Theatre, its predecessor having 
retired from office some months previously. During the cold 
weather of last term we were reminded that ‘‘ Many are cold, 
but few are frozen,’’ and, undoubtedly, the statement that 
“radiant heat can be measured by the micropyle’’ was in- 
spired by the increased comfort derived from the new heater. 


The School poet still remains in obscurity, but it 1s hoped 
that ere another number of the CHRONICLE is published, he 
will burst into song and help to swell the hterary pages. 


Contributions from students for the next issue will be 
welcomed by 
G. R. BOYES. 


a7TS 


STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The first general meeting of the session was held in the 
Lecture Theatre on October 20th, 1920. The chair was taken 
by Professor Greenish, and there was a good attendance of 
past and present students. The Dean recalled that at the end 
of last Session a general meeting was held at which it was 
agreed to join forces with the Past Students’ Association with 
the object of making the Students’ Association an Association 
of Past and Present Students of the School. This was the 
first general meeting since the amalgamation, and it was to 
be hoped that the Session which was about to begin would 
see past and present students working together for the common 
good and for the furtherance of the traditions of the School. 


The object of this meeting was the election of officers for 
the current Session. Mr. W. B. Nelson, in proposing the list 
of nominations, pointed out the duties ‘of each individual to 
the Association. The list of nominations was seconded by 
Mr, F. Browne. 


The following officers of the Association were elected : — 


President: Professor H. G. Greenish, F.LC., F.C.S. 

Vice-Presidents: F. Browne, Esq.,-F.I.C., Sir William 
Glvn Jones, E. T. Neathercoat, Esq., Edmund White, Esq., 
B.Sc., F.L.C., Miss Elsie Woodward, 

Cees Executive Committee: Past Students—Messrs. 
Harry Martin and W. B. Nelson. Present Students—Misses 
Grace P. Barber and Doris K. Smith, Messrs. H. N. Bream, 
J. G. Everett, H. R. Hudson, and H. E. Whitwell. 

Honorary Treasurer: C. E. Corfield, Esq, FIC, 
PAGS. 

Hon. General Secretaries: Messrs. K. E. N. Williams and 
BT Gay. 4 

Auditors: Miss Fulcher and Mr. C. J. Eastland. 


A vote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. Dyer 
and seconded by Miss Barber, brought the meeting to a close. 


SOCIAL ANDUINTELTLEC PUA CLUB. 


The first function of the Session was a Smoking Concert 
held in the Common Room on November toth, 1920. Pro 
fessor Greenish in the chair. An excellent programme was 
provided. The artistes were chiefly students, assisted by Miss 
Lewis, Miss Moorley, and Mr. Robertson. The light refresh- 
ments which were served during the interval | were thoroughly 
appreciated by all present. 

The piece de résistance was a humorous sketch entitled 
“Lights Out,” which was performed by Misses Fulcher 
Franks, and Ha: and Messrs, Burrows, G. F. Jones, ania 
Hardman. 
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A thoroughly enjoyable evening was terminated by a vate 
of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Miss Kitchingham 
and seconded by Mr. Eastland. 


| A highly successful dance was held in the Ball Room of 
the Midland Grand Hotel on November 22nd, 1920. A large 
and distinguished gathering showed hearty appreciation of 
the excellent arrangements made by Mr. Bream and his col- 
leagues on the Social Committee. Among those present were 
the Dean of the School, the members of the Staff, and a number 
of past students of the School. Messrs. Eastland, Boyes, 
-Melhuish, and Williams ably performed the duties of M.C. 


Refreshments were served about 9 o’clock in an adjoining 
room, after which dancing was resumed and continued until 
about 11.45 p.m. A twilight waltz provided much merriment 
and happily concluded the evening’s amusement. 


— 


An interesting lecture was delivered in the Lecture Theatre 
of the School by Professor Greenish on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 8th. 

Mr. F. Browne, in a short, humorous speech, introduced 
the lecturer. 


The Dean, who was accorded a hearty reception, then 
delivered a lecture on “ Docks and Drugs,’’ admirably illus- 
trated by a superb collection of lantern slides. 

The London docks were described in detail, the lecturer 
pointing out various interesting and little-known facts about 
their contents, in his characteristically telling and humorous 
style. Then, proceeding to Liverpool and Hull, Professor 
Greenish conducted his audience round the .warehouses for 
West Indian and South American products and the Baltic and 
Scandinavian oil and cotton seed steamers. The lecture con- 
cluded with an account of the docks and commerce of Am- 
sterdam and Rotterdam. 

A vote of thanks to Professor Greenish was moved by 
Mr. Nelson and seconded by Mr. F. Jones, the audience fol- 
lowing with a spirited rendering of “For he’s a jolly good 
fellow.’’ 

Mr. Browne concluded the proceedings by thanking Mr. 
Wallis for operating at the lantern. 


FOOTBALL JOTTINGS. 


The middle of the season brings the topic of football to 
an interesting stage. The Square have again managed to get 
together a team well worthy of carrying on the old traditions. 


It is only at the close of the first term that things begin 
to run in a satisfactory manner, the preliminary work of finding 
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the talent and overcoming the modesty of future players re- 
quires both skill and patience. The supporting element also 
is gratifying—more so than last year, when in the early days 
the noise created by the spectators (all three of them) which 
marked the achievement of a “Square” goal, was hardly 
stimulative to further efforts. | However, following the pre- 
cedent of last year, interest has risen, and it is comforting 
to be able to take three ’bus loads of leather-lunged adherents 
to cheer the Square to victory. ; 


As regards the Cup prospects, the League table reads as 
follows : — 
Played. Won. Lost. Points. 


London College .. i 4 4 O 3 
Square ae + Ses 4 3 I 6 
South of England ee 4 I fe) 2 
Westminster ee 4 O 4 O 


Should London succeed against South of England and 
Westminster, we shall have to beat all three, and then win a 
replay, if we are to bring back the trophy to the Square. 


Such a position of affairs causes our worthy Captain, 
G. F. Jones, to wrinkle his brows in deep and meditative 
thought. 


We invite all past students to come and join in cheering 
the Square when they tackle these tough facts. 


Two League matches will remain for decision after the 
publication of the SQUARE CHRONICLE—February 26th, wu. 
South of England, and March sth, v. London College. 


The times of the departure of the ’buses will be published in 
the ‘‘ Journal,’’ so should you, dear reader, desire to return 
to your student days for a spell, come and join us on these 
festive occasions, and we will see that you enjoy yourself. 


In concluding these few notes, I might add a few queries 
that keep floating about: 


How is it that G. F. Jones always finds more mud than 
anyone else? 


How Mr. K. E. N. Williams and H. N. Bream continue 
their excellent defensive system with such little practice? 


What really would happen if the former headed the ball ? 
If his foot work, however, does not more than make up 
or ite 

If sparks actually do fly from Clayton’s feet ? 

‘Is the Cup zeally coming to the Square? 

If so, will the Secretary have to keep it clean? 

This last is the anxious query of 


H. R, HUDSON, 
Hon. See. 


221 


FOOTBALL CLUB. 
FRIENDLY MATCHES. 


We commenced this season’s programme in very promising 
style on October 23rd by beating the Old Citizens’ B. Team 
by 9 goals to 2, S. S. Prince (5) and B. W. Melhuish (3) being 
largely responsible for this wide margin. 


October 30th, v. Architects’ Association, at Edgware. 
Alhough at one time the Architects were leading by 3 goals 
to 1, this match resulted in a win for the Square by 4 goals to 3, 
B. He Melhuish being responsible for netting all four of our 
goals. , 


Wild excitement prevailed on the return journey, owing 
to the inability of the ’bus driver to discover the whereabouts 
of Bloomsbury Square. After much dodging along narrow 
back streets, to cries of ‘‘ We’re getting Nearah! and Nearah!! 
and Nearah!!!’’ the Square was found to be still where we 


had left it. 


November 13th, v. Regent Street Polytechnic. A fast and 
enjoyable game ended in a.draw of 4 all. The Polytechnic 
were the first to attack, but a good clearance by Williams 
temporarily relieved the pressure, and the Square forwards 
forced a corner which came to nothing. The opposing for- 
wards again attacked, showing excellent combination, and this 
time were successful; shortly afterwards Prince equalised for 
the Square. The game continued to fluctuate, the score at 
half-time being 3—2 for our opponents. After the resumpion 
the Square drew level, but the Poly were soon ahead again, 
the equalising goal being scored for the Square just before 
the whistle blew. | 

Scorers: Prince, Clayton, G. F. Jones, and Thorn, 

More ’bus thrills. The poor creature which the “ General ’” 
sent on this occasion seemed to be feeling the effects of the 
vartable weather and gave signs, on the outward journey, of 
lung trouble, “ coughing” alarmingly as it crawled up “ Shoot 
ip bail?” 

During the game our poor ’bus became worse, and com- 
menced the homeward journey by “ knocking ’”’ furiously, and 
we were informed by someone who understands the anatomy of 
the Omnibus, that its “big end’’ was gone. We expressed 
sympathy and also the hope that the thing (which was now 
showing signs of being very angry) would not burst into 
flames and devour us. However, after a delay of about an 
hour, the man at the wheel decided to ‘‘ Charnce it,’’ fortunately. 
with no serious results. 


November 17th, v. University College Hospital. This was 
a mid-week fixture played on the ground of our opponents 
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We were unable to put our strongest team into the field, and 
lost a very enjoyable game by 3 goals to 1. 


December 4th, v. Polytechnic, at Chiswick. This return 
match was played in a very high wind, which made proper 
footwork impossible. Moorley scored the only goal of the 
match, and in the second half of the game Cooper, in goal,: 
so distinguished himself as to ensure his inclusion in the team 
for future League matches. On turning out on the ground, 
the Square team and supporters (numbering two) were for some 
time unable to find anyone against whom to play. Diligent 
search, however, revealed their opponents, who were already 
engaged in a struggle with the ball and the wind. No referee 
was forthcoming, so the supporters ran the line, yelled loudly 
when any contravention of the rules occurred, and assisted, 
when necessary, in the removal of the ball from a neighbounng 
orchard, whither the wind repeatedly carried it 


_ fanuary 15th, v. Boro’ College, on the Boro’ Ground. 
o—1.. The first match of the second term did not augur well 
for the success of the Square in the coming League matches, 
owing to the apparent inability of the forwards to shoot goals. 
The game was commenced late on hard, frosty ground, and 
only half an hour was played each way. From ‘the beginning 
the Square showed signs of being the better team, but several 
easy chances were missed by the forwards, who were quite off 
form. The centre-forward had some hard luck, repeatedly 
hitting the upright and crossbar, and the hope was expressed 
that next time he would miss—and score. The defence of the 
Square was splendid; Bream played a particularly fine game. 
The goal which gave Boro’ the victory came as the result of 
a scuffle before the goal, ten minutes before half-time; one of 
the ‘‘Square’’ halves neatly hooked the ball away with his 
hand, but it had unfortunately gone over the line—and the 
referee had seen it. N.B.—Boro’ have promised to widen their 
goals next time. ? 


January 22nd. The First Eleven should have played 
Guy’s Hospital at Edgware, but owing to miscarriage of direc- 
tions they did not put in an appearance, and the Square had 
to be content with “chasing each other around.”’ | 


LE AGH Bord XL, 


November 20th, v. South of England College, at Edgware. 
The. South of England this year have a very much more 
formidable team than last season, and were very well sup- 
ported on the touch line. Ivor Jones, who was wih them last 
year, 1s still their most accomplished player. The game was 
very fast throughout; Bloom opened the score for the Square 
by neatly heading the ball from a pass by Clayton. . The 
South retaliated wih a very vigorous attack, which resulted 
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in a goal through Wood. Before half-time a run by Melhuish 
at inside left enabled Clayton to give us the lead; but imme- 
diately after the resumption the brilliant play of Ivor Jones 
found its reward and the South again drew level. Excitement 
among the spectators was intense—if possible, the game be- 
came even faster than before. First we attacked, only to find 
our shooting in front of goal very faulty; then the South 
forwards got away and tested our defence to its utmost. 
Finally, in the last few minutes of the game, G. F. Jones 
secured the winning goal. 


Result: Square 3; South 2. 


_ November 27th, v. London College, at Edgware. 
Undoubtedly the event of the term, this match was enthusias- 
tically attended by practically every student in the School. 
A large and admiring crowd gathered to witness the departure 
of three buses gaily decorated with the Square sign and 
coloured streamers and filled to the limit of their capacity 
with students wearing fancy costumes and armed with a 
variety of appliances more or less musical. Unfortunately, 
rain fell persistently throughout the afternoon. A short and 
sharp encounter with the opposing club’s supporters led to the 
destruction of our banner. But in spite of these misfortunes, 
excitement was intense from the commencement of the game to 
its close. 


Our team was somewhat of an experiment, and proved to 
be too much so for a League fixture. The defence had been re- 
arranged and although individual play was excellent, com- 
bination was lacking through want of practice. 

The Square were the first to score, from a penalty, but 
the London soon drew level, and half-time arrived with the 
scores I—I. Immediately from the restart the London for- 
wards broke away and scored twice in quick succession. How- 
ever, Moorley, who was playing well at centre forward, soon 
registered number two on the list for the home team, only to 
be followed by a fourth goal for the visitors. From now 
onwards the Square pressed hard, and Clayton and Melhuish, 
showing wonderful combination on the left wing, notched our 
third and fourth goals respectively. For some time it seemed 
that only the excellent play of the London goalkeeper was 
saving them from defeat; but during the last ten minutes of 
the game Comber, who had already scored three goals for the 
London, scored twice more and removed all doubt as to the 
final issue. 

'In this match Morgans, at left half, added yet another 
game to his already long list of creditable performances. | 

The Square team and supporters returned thoroughly 
satisfied with the afternoon’s sport, equally thoroughly wetted 
but in no way down-hearted. , 
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December 11th, v. Westminster College, at Longthornton 
Park, Streatham Common. The approach to this ground was 
not exactly imposing; in fact, the landscape reminded many 
visitors of ‘‘over there.’’ The ground, too, was not of the 
best, being on the slope and rendered very muddy after the 
recent heavy rains. 


_ For this match H. N. Bream, who had sustained slight 
injuries earlier in the season, was reinstated at right back, 
where, with K: E. N. Williams as his partner, he put up a 
stout defence. G. F. Jones, our worthy Captain and admir- 
able centre half, was on this occasion playing in the centre 
forward position. Although our opponents put up a very good 
fight, they only once succeeded in penetrating our defence, 
and we returned the victors by 4 goals to I. 


Clayton 2; Melhuish 1; Moorley 1. 


January 29th, v. Westminster College, at Edgware. 
The team which took the field for this match was undoubtedly 
stronger than any which have represented the Square this 
season. Prince partnered Clayton on the left, B. W. Melhuish 
was transferred to inside right, where he was ably assisted by 
Thorn, and with Moorley in the centre our forwards carried 
all before them. The half-back line with G. F. Jones, Morgans, 
and Sumner, were easily able to cope with the Westminster 
attack and fed their forwards well. Bream and Williams were 
seldom called upon to relieve the pressure, and Cooper, in goal, 
had a very tedious afternoon. 3 


Result: Square 10; Westminster o. 


Melhuish ‘4; Prince 3; Morgans 1; Moorley 1; Thorn 1. 


SECOND ELEVEN NOTES. 


The Second Eleven played two matches, both against the 
Architects’ Association. The first, played on the Architects’ 
ground, ended in a victory for the A.A. by 2 goals to 1. The 
return match took place in high wind and amid much mud. 
It was noticed that one of the A.A. team, a dark-skinned 
gentleman, turned out in Rugby kit, and distinguished him- 
self by catching the ball within his own penalty line in an 
attempt to score a try, which unfortunately resulted in a goal 
for the Square scored by Prince. The scoring throughout 
was heavy and the game finished 6—5 in favour of the A.A 


January 22nd, v. Ealing Association, at Sudbury Town. 
Curiously enough, this match was played on the Square’s 
last season ground, At the outset the team attempted to dis- 
cover Ealing Town, but later it was discovered that the match 
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was to be played at Sudbury, but not. before several would-be 
supporters were well upon the way to Ealing Town. (Any news 
of them would be greatly welcomed by anxious friends), Owing 
to one of the Square players not turning up, Sharpe at the 
last moment volunteered to play goal, which he did right 
merrily, to the serious detriment of his every-day apparel. 
Hudson, the usual goalie, distinguished himself at outside left. 
A game quite enjoyable but not productive of scientific foot- 
ball owing to the moist condition of the Ce concluded 
with the Square leading 1—o. 


_ We regret that it has not been possible to arrange a fuller 
fixture list for the Second Eleven, since it has always been 
possible to find two complete teams when required, and we 
believe that there are many capable footballers in the School 
who have not yet received a trial, and the Committee would 
be glad if men with latent talent would come forward; Cooper, 
the First Eleven goalie, was only discovered by accident at 
the end of last term, and he has already shown more than 
average ability. 


HOCKEY CLUB NOTES. 


The “Square’’ Hockey Club had a very successful and 
enjoyable first term this season, the new ground at Edgware 
contributing in no small degree to the success and enjoyment, 
firstly by reason of the excellence of the ground, and secondly 
by reason. of the first-class country motor rides arranged by 
Mr. Hudson, whose efforts were greatly appreciated by the 
members of the Hockey Club. It is true that the excellence 
of the ground was inclined to be overshadowed by the obtuse- 
ness of the groundsman, who appeared to think that the 
excitement of the game was added to if the ground were only 
marked out once in four weeks, and who, in spite of many 
tactful financial hints to the contrary, clung desperately to a 
firm belief that an inch of dead leaves all over a hockey ground 
was a great improvement and added to the zest of the game. 
No doubt, however, the Executive Committee, like all such 
bodies, have an ample supply of whitewash which will easily 
rectify such a small matter. 


Only four matches were played, chiefly because when the 
present Secretary took over, very few matches had _ been 
arranged by his predecessor, and it is difficult to arrange 
a fixture list after everyone is full up; but also in part because 
it was agreed to arrange a certain number of practice games 
with a view to giving every member of the Club a game as 
often as possible. Of these four matches, three were won with 
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a good margin, the first (3—1), against a mixed team from 
the Royal College of Arts, being a particularly good effort, 
in view of the fact that at that time, most people having either 
left their sticks at home or forgotten their togs, it was difficult 
to put a team into the field at all. After that, however, matters 
improved, more members were enrolled, and a mixed team 
from. the Architects’ Association was easily beaten by 3—0. 
Still greater success attended a men’s team which travelled 
out to Chiswick to meet the Polytechnic 3rd Eleven. On a 
perfect ground the home team were well beaten by 10—0. 


For the last match of the term a ladies’ team was at home 
to the Chandos Ladies at Edgware, and had bad luck in 
losing 3—o. There is no need, however, for the ladies to hang 
their heads; those who are members of the Club are all remark- 
ably keen, and for the most part play well, but they are handi- 
capped in selecting a team by the fact that not enough ladies 
have yet come forward to enable a good team to. be got 
together in the event of one or two being unable to play. It 
is confidently hoped, therefore, that those ladies who have 
not joined the Club yet will do so next term, and leave those 
books to take care of themselves on Saturday afternoons. 


On January 15th the ladies’ team met the Christchurch 
Ladies’ Hockey Club, and won by the large margin of 15 goals 
to nil. 


On the same date the men’s team visited Tulse Hill, and 
were beaten by 4—2. 


On January 22nd a mixed team visited the Architects’ 
Association at Elstree, where they were victorious by 8 goals 
to oO. | 


A number of practice games were played in addition to 
the above-mentioned matches, and were all enjoyed very much 
by all players, | 


Mr. Bradshaw makes. a most able Captain, and Miss D. K: 
Smith as Vice-Captain is undoubtedly in her right place. Mr. 
Johnson is to be congratulated on scoring the greatest numbe 
of goals in matches during the term. | 


The fairness of the General Executive Committee in voting 
funds was greatly appreciated, especially having regard to the 
fact that their views on hockey appear to be limited and 
peculiar. | 


A hearty vote of thanks is extended to all those who have 
helped the Club in the past, and to all those who intend to 
help it in the future, and it is felt with confidence that a 
season which has started so well will keep up its reputation, 
and that many new members will give in their names next term. 


J. GAEVERET, 
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THE SQUARE SPRITE. 


Has anyone seen our Guardian Sprite? Ihave. He’s rather 
a nice little fellow, and seems to spend his time presiding over the 
staff and students, doing a good turn wherever possible. He’s a 
merry little fellow, too, and is always on the spot to join in the fun. 
I don’t know whereabouts in the “ Square” he resides, but he 
regards the School as his special life work, and looks after it as 
only a spirit can. 


Last evening, I was sitting in the Library—by the fire—toes- 
in-fender style, when suddenly he appeared as if from nowhere, 
and landed on the chair next to mine. I wasn’t a bit frightened— 
he seemed so kind and sociable. We began chatting, of course, 
and were so interested that we did not hear the Librarian enter. 
This, of course; meant silence, and with one twirl the little fellow 
had fled. But in his hurry he dropped something. Pull of curiosity, 
I picked it up, and discovered it was his diary of the Square doings. 


This was really a piece of good fortune. I did just want to 
see how he had enjoyed himself so far this Session. I don’t think. 
he wotld mind if I copied out certain passages for the benefit of 
those who were not there; and it would be far more interesting to 
have them in his own words :— 


Monday, November 15th, 1920. 


During the afternoon I heard extra merry sounds coming from 
the Common Room. I had to go to see what was up, and join in 
the fun, and there I found a tea party in full swing. Such a spread! 
And such laughter! It transpired that the Dean, Lecturers, and 
Demonstrators were being entertained by the Women Students. 
They were all having a gay time, and everyone seemed quite at 
home, whilst GALEN and AvicENNA looked on from their window. 
I was sorry that two of the guests were away through illness, and 
hope that if another tea comes along next term they will be there. 


| Priday, November 26th. 

This afternoon I went to the Common Room. Oh, it was in. 
such a mess! Miles of white paper were lying over chairs, tables, 
and floor, and suspended in mid-air; while students were sticking 
innumerable blue crosses of varying sizes all along the lengths— 
simply paste and paper everywhere! I heard these were to be 
petticoats for the ’buses on the morrow. Beside this, there were 
clothes everywhere. The appearance was rather as if we had 
started a special department of our own—a sort of cross between a 
pawnshop and a depot for generating theatrical properties. These 
also were intended for Saturday, but for the passengers. 


“Oh. do come and look at the banner! It’s getting on 
“lend upstairs.” The door burst open, and an excited figure. 
proclaimed the news. Evidently, then, this was not the only sphere 
of action preparatory for the Great Rag to-morrow. I did not 
know whereabouts upstairs, so | decided to try every room till J] 
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found the right one. I went by underground as far as possible, 
and came up in the hall and looked into the Lecture Theatre. 
Nothing there, not even a ‘‘ Picture Show.” Upstairs, peeped into 
the Hanbury Room—no babies’ bottles, no tins of Allen and 
Hanbury’s. Evidently not feeding-time. (1 have never been in, 
but I always imagine that is what they make there). Histology 
Laboratory—nothing but microscopes and squints! Library— 
just the Librarian at his post. Inner Library—Ah! Here at last I 
had found my objective. The table was spread with a large sheet, 
over which bent a little army of painters and decorators, busy with 
brushes and dark blue paint, recklessly daubing the white back- 
ground. However, their combined efforts were most successful, 
and soon the banner was stood up to dry. A large blue cross—our 
football badge—in the centre, and the words ‘‘ Square for ever ” in 
large letters. And no doubt, as we sail through the Metropolis 
to-morrow, we shall feel justly proud of ourselves, with our three 
private ’buses and the banner bringing up the rear. 


December 15th-18th. 


Of course, 1 had to go round to Queen’s Square for the 
Terminal Examinations these last few days, just to cheer things up 
a little. I did my best to bring them all luck, but it is so dis- 
paraging to listen to the Cloak Room chatter previous to a paper: 
“1 do wish I knew that,” or “I simply know nothing about any- 
thing,” or “ Why can’t we know exactly what to look up,” etc. 
Then I crept up the stairs, and into the Examination Hall. Rows 
and rows of desks, each containing a worried-looking student. In 
the middle of the room, at a green-clothed table, sat the two 
reapers, so to speak, watching the harvest of paper-ink knowledge 
growing before their eyes. 


But as for me, I wandered up and down, whispering thoughts 
and ideas where required, and incidentally gaining more knowledge 
myself. ‘‘An Ode was an ancient Chemist, and Kath Ode was 
his wife.’ “‘Elo dea’ is the name of the latest ragtime.” 
“A Balance is the difference between receipts and expenditure— 
generally out of order.” “ Ovi Vitellum is a barndoor preparation.” 
‘‘ Avogadro was a High Priest.’——-My head swam, and I had 
violent mental indigestion. So I quickly made my exit and went 
home to recover. 


January 14th, 1921. 


Students all back after the holidays, and work in full swing. 
I hear rumours of Dances, Dinners, Football and Hockey Matches, 
“Square Chronicles,” and other thrills. It really sounds as if it 
were to be a most eventful term, and I wish them all every success. 


By this time it was striking 6 p.m., so I had to leave, and as I 
rose to go the diary slipped from my hands and disappeared in the 
same way as the little sprite. However, I have not given up hope, 
and some day I hope I shall see him again and hear more about 
his doings, 7 
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SHORT HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL OF PHARMACY 
SEUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The School of Pharmacy Students’ Association is an 
association which has existed for many years for the benefit 
and pleasure of all its members who have at one time or 
another been students at the “ Square.’’ 


. Its main object has always been to promote a spirit of 
loyalty to the old School, and to foster an “esprit de corps’’ - 
among its members. 


Its very early career dates back to before 1850, when a 
society was formed which called itself the ‘‘ Laboratory 
Students’ Society.” Its work is fully recorded in the ‘‘Minutes 
of the proceedings cf the Laboratory pupils” (1850-56), and 
makes some very interesting reading, showing, as it does, 
that the main object was the communication of papers or 
esSays on any scientific subject, original as far as possible— 
to encourage discussions of scientific interest. Quite elaborate 
rules were drawn up. J. C. Braithwaite was President; Vice- 
Presidents, Edmund Greaves, Esq., and Samuel Geele, Esq. ; 
Parton J. Hainsby acted as Secretary. 


In the year 1870 an association was formed under the 
Presidency of Dr. Redwood, its meetings being held in the 
Council Room. 


This association seems to have died out after a year or so. 


The present association, as such, came into being in the 
year 1874, and was approved by the Council of the Pharma- 
ceutical Society in 1875. Its commencement was brought 
about by a number of students forming themselves into a body 
for promoting general and pharmaceutical education by reading 
and discussing educational papers at weekly and fortnightly 
meetings. The sanction of the Council was obtained to hold 
their meetings in the Society’s house; a letter was sent to the 
Council in relation to the above and contained a copy of the 
rules and a list of the officers. 


The reply received was as follows :— 


“ That the Council approve the proposition of the students 
to form a School of Pharmacy Students’ Association, and 
request the House Committee to make such arrangements as 
may be necessary to provide for the meetings.”’ 


Thus the present association became formed, and its forma- 
tion was evidently due to a great extent to the encouragement 
and hard work of its first President, Professor Attfield, and 
its Vice-Presidents, Dr. Senier and Charles Shapley, Esq. 

The first Committee consisted of Messrs. Green, Hillier, 
Hunt and Riley; the Secretary and Treasurer being Mr. John 
Morris Broad, 
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During the lifetime of the Association many lectures have 
been given and papers read before its members, 

A few examples taken from the bound copies in the Library 
will be sufficient to illustrate.the kind of subject-matter with 
which these dealt. | 

In 1875 Mr. Arthur Hunt read a paper by the late Daniel 
Hanbury, F.R.S., on “ Cortex Winterianus’”’; about the same 
year Dr. Senier gave a lecture on ‘“ Introduction to Spectrum 
Analysis,” and Mr. Harold Senier spoke on the “ Composition 
of Pilula Hydrargyn, B.P.’’ Mr. Charles Shapley took for 
his subject “ Pharmaceutical Zoology,’’ and an interesting lec- 
ture on “ Guarana” was given by Mr. W. A. H. Naylor. 


_ Mr. E. Bridges Walton had a good attendance in 1876 to 
listen to his lecture on “ Ferns,’’ and shortly after this a paper 
on the ‘‘ Microscope ’”’ was given by Mr. J. C. Shenstone. 

‘“ Fermentation ’’ was dealt with by Mr. G. F. Gutheridge. 


In more recent times lectures and addresses have tended 
towards more general subjects. 


Mr. J. W. Knapman gave a very interesting discourse on 
“the Library of the Pharmaceutical Society ” from its begin- 
ning in 1842, with its one room for writing and a few books, 
to its present-day proportions of three large rooms and over 
14,000 books. : 

Mr. Holmes took for his subject the ‘‘ History of the 
Society’s Museum,’’ and showed what tremendous strides had 
ae place since its commencement in 1842 up to the present 

ay. 

Many other and distinguished men have read papers before 
the Association, but all cannot be included, as space will not 
allow. 

One, at least, must be mentioned, and that is the Presi- 
dent of to-day, Professor H. G. Greenish, as his name stands 
- Out prominently in all the records night from the early times 
up to the present. He has undoubedly been not only one of 
the early promoters, but a continual worker in the interests of 
the Association; no work has been too hard, and his help and 
advice has always been willingly given in the interests of the 
student. One cannot help feeling that we are indeed fortunate 
in having such a man at our head at the present time. The 
papers he has read and the lectures he has given before the 
Students’ Association are many and various, and date from 
the time when he was Senior Bell Scholar in the School; they 
include, among others, ‘“‘ A Lecture on Infusions,’ and one on 
‘‘ Oxalate of Cerium’’; also the more recent ones include 
“Drugs and Docks’’ and the “ Pharmaceutical Society’s Coat 
of Arms.” 

Included amongst the benefits enjoyed by the members 
are botanical excursions and visits to manufacturing and whole- 
sale houses, 
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As one reads the records of the Association a certain point 
is very noticeable, and that is the gradual widening 1n its aims 
and objects. First only the intellectual side was catered for, 
then the social side, and later on the athletic side was added. 


An “ Old Boys’’’ Club has been formed now for a good 
many years and continues to flourish; last year it became 
united as such to the Association. : 


The system of the School of Pharmacy Students’. Asso- 
ciation as it stands to-day is that it consists of the various 
clubs—-Past Students’ Club, Intellectual and Social Club, Foot- 
ball, Hockey, and Tennis Clubs; all these are controlled by an 
Executive Committee, the members of which (as many as are 
necessary) act as secretaries to the various: clubs; each club is 
run by its own subcommittee. | 


Recreation did not form an object of the original Asso- 
ciation, but it has now rightly become a very important one. 
Nevertheless, recreation in the form of football has never been 
neglected at the.“ Square,’’ as records of the Football Club 
show. According to the minutes, the “ Pharmaceutical Foot- 
ball Club” was first formed on Tuesday, October 12th, 1880, 
and the game of the Rugby Union was played. 


Professor Attfield was elected president, with Michael 
Carteighe, Esq., and E. Bremridge, Esq., as vice-presidents, 
and Mr. J. O. Braithwaite as secretary. The colours of the 
club were then a dark blue jersey with a white Maltese cross 
in the centre of the breast. Mr. Avery Lucas was the first 
captain, and evidently proved himself a great success. It was 
not until October, 1890, that the Association Rules were 
adopted in place of the Rugby Union game, Mr. W. F. J. 
Shepheard being chosen captain (he is now an examiner). The 
colours were a white shirt with a dark blue Maltese cross 
(4in. by 4in.) on the left breast and dark blue knickerbockers 
and stockings to match. The colours have been slightly 
altered from time to time, and now consist of a white jersey 
and shorts, blue stockings, and the blue Maltese cross being 
still worn as in the early days. 


In the Rugby days Mr. Gilbert E. Jones, who played 
forward, acted as treasurer; he has always been a very keen 
supporter from very early times. Another enthusiastic worker 
for the Club about this time was Mr.. Frank Browne, who not, 
only acted as secretary but refereed in matches over a period 
of three years. It was due to the efforts of this gentleman that 
the transition from Rugby to Association was effected; owing 
to scanty members it was found impossible to turn out fifteen 
players regularly. 

A rather remarkable point was noticed about this time 
of the change of games, namely, that during a year when 
there was no sport, and hence football was not played, the 
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results in the examinations were the worst known, although 
the fellows worked hard and well. 


_ Mr. Edmund White was numbered among the Rugby 
players, as were also Mr. Baker and Mr. Dudley Jones, the late 
son of Mr. G. E. Jones, 

A cricket club was formed about the same time as the 
football, with Michael Carteighe, Esq., as president, but this 
has now ceased to exist. 


Hockey and tennis clubs have both become very popular 
additions to the Association in recent years, especially as there 
are now many more women. students than in former times. A 
rowing and swimming club has also been suggested. 


The Council of the Pharmaceutical Society has always 
been willing to aid the Students’ Association in every way 
possible, and by so doing has always enabled the Association 
to run smoothly and successfully. 


The School of Pharmacy Students’ Association is now 
flourishing and going strong, as it has always done through- 
out and always will do so long as any “ Square” students 
are left to form it. The traditions of the School are truly 
great, and it must be the aim of all, as it always has been, to 
give of their best for the benefit of their School. 


K. E. N. WILLIAMS. 


PROGRESS.—_THE SQUARE, AD. 2021. 


As it still wanted a few minutes to g am., I strolled 
slowly up the steps of No. 17, Bloomsbury Square. It seemed 
much the same as the day before, and yet in some way dif- 
ferent. The old building was unaltered, but there was a 
different atmosphere about the place. 

I passed through the swing-doors murmuring “ Good 
morning, Morgan, from-force of habit. It was, however, an 
unfamiliar face that met my eyes—a face adorned with a huge 
black moustache and surmounted by a shiny “topper.” 
The apparition was otherwise clothed in frock coat, 
beautifully creased trousers, and patent leather shoes 
He moved towards me as I gazed in mute amazement, 
and demanded to know my business. I managed to recover 
myself sufficiently to say something about “School of Phar- 
macy, Major Examination.’? He looked at me with eyes 
which wobbled between pity and amusement, and gently led 
me round the corner to the foot of the stairs. The old cloak- 
room had vanished and a lift was gliding to the dizzy heights 
of the laboratories. 

“So this is what they’ve done with those increased sub- 
scriptions, is it?’’ I enquired of my guide. ‘ Quick woerk— 
jolly quick work,” I went on, reflecting that my own suBscnip- 
tion was stul unpaid. 
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“Beg pardon, mister, but I’m afraid you’ve come to the 
wrong shop,’’ said the man sorrowfully. ‘‘ This lift has been 
here for the last fifty years.” 


“But what the dickens . . . do you mind telling me 
where | am, what I am, and when I am? ” I demanded. 


“This is the headquarters of the Druggists’ Alliance,’’ 
he answered proudly, ‘“‘and the date is March Ist, 2021. But 
as for what you are—there’s a doctor round the corner—a_ 
nice, kind man,” he added sympathetically. , 

“Good heavens, I must be Rip Van Winkle,’’ I moaned, 
Wiping my heated brow and endeavouring to concentrate in 
the approved Pelman style. “Can I have a look round for 
old times’ sake? I was a student here in 1920.”’ 


“Now I &zow he’s balmy,” murmured the man. “ But 
I suppose I’d better humour him.” In a louder tone: “‘ Follow 
EATS, 

First we explored the Lecture Theatre. There was no 
class on at the time, but my guide informed me that ‘this 
was the place where the young druggists in the Academy ” (I 
winced at the word) “learn the art of making money.”’ 

‘“More than I ever did!’ I interjected. At the foot of 
the steps there was a very inviting toffee-shop. “Candy lecture 
this morning,’’ explained my friend. “To-morrow there will 
be a soda fountain, next day a tobacco stunt, then picture 
postcards and stationery.” 

“What about drugs? ’’ I asked timidly. . 

“Oh, they read about them in their spare time—just to 
fill in, you know, because they’re in the syllabus,’’ he added 
apologetically. 

“Rank conservatism,’’ I murmured. 

Slowly and sadly I tured away from the spectacle and 
was guided to the museum. A combined aroma of perfume, 
tobacco, and chocolate greeted us, and in the cases were 
humerous specimens of window shows, each case representing 
one window. “Shade of Jacob Bell!’’ What next?” I 
gasped. Perceiving that I was suspicious of the lift, the man 
ascended the stairs with me hot on his trail. 

‘The editorial office of the ‘Druggists’ Circular,’ he an- 
nounced as we reached the first floor. 

“Ugh!” I growled. “And this?” pointing to the 
Library. ‘‘ What has become of all the books? ’”’ 

‘Oh! there are still a few old things in the room at the 
back, but nobody ever reads ’em. There’s a model drug store 
inside if you would care to——’”’ 

“Never mind,” I answered hastily. ‘“‘ What happens in 
here? ’’ indicating the room where I had spent so many happy 
hours squinting through a microscope. “Show-card design- 
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ing,’’ he replied, and then I perceived the legend on the door, 
“Publicity Laboratory.’’ 

By this time my guide had warmed to his work and was 
leading me to further discoveries. But I felt that I had had 
enough for one day; my head was in a whirl and I was afraid 
to witness any more desecrations. 


“Where are the Examinations held?” I enquired as we 
descended the stairs. “Never heard of such things,” he 
replied. ‘‘ That is satisfactory anyhow,’’ I said with cheerful 
emphasis. A stream of young people was flowing into the 
picture theatre. ‘‘ Lucky fellows! ’’ I murmured. 


We had almost reached the ground floor when I slipped, 
the earth opened and swallowed me up. I fell down—down— 
down into the blackness. 

There was a sound as of the distant rumble of guns, and 
I awoke with a start to hear my friend in the next bedroom 
banging on the wall. 

“Hurry up, you lazy bounder; there’s a botany lecture in 
half-an-hour! ” he yelled. 

“The saints be praised,” I replied thankfully. “It must 
- have been that cheese I had for supper.’’ 

: Ei He SHIELDS. 


% 


PETS. 


Most people are fond of pets; it is only in their choice that 
their tastes differ so largely. My earliest recollection of pets starts 
with silkworms. They thrived for a time, fed on mulberry leaves, 
and eventually built themselves cosy wigwams, technically called 
cocoons, into which they retired to spin silk. Had they been 
allowed to follow their natural hobby, I might have been the proud 
possessor of a pair of silk pyjamas; but a zealous handmaiden dis- 
covered the box of cocoons during spring cleaning operations, and 
they went into the dustbin.— My grief lasted at least twelve hours. 


Percy, the piebald rat, followed. He used to be put to sea in 
the bath as skipper of the good ship ‘'Arethusa.” If he had been 
content to stop on deck, and hold the tiller, all would have been 
well; but he would insist on climbing the mast to see if any land 
was in sight. This always resulted in capsizing the craft, so that 
Percy had to swim ashore and be dried on the bath towel. 
However, Percy did not seem to show any resentment at this 
treatment, and so far as my recollection serves, lived to a ripe old 
age. 
i A number of cats and dogs followed, but without any striking 
characteristics. I remember, however, one pedigree bull terrier, 
who was as deaf as the proverbial post. His deafness eaused him 
to get in front of a fully-loaded horse ’bus, which went right over 
his back; but the strange part of the story is that after three or 
four days’ detention at the vet.’s he returned to us none the worse 
for his escapade. However, he was found too deaf for London 
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streets, and was returned to the country, where traffic was less 
frequent. 


I pass on now to the era when | became the proud possessor 
of a famous trio, Bill, Brutus, and Pix, who, had I the facile pen of 
a cartoonist, might easily have rivalled Pip, Squeak, and Wilfred | 
in popularity. Pip always reminds me of my old friend Pix; and 
lest you may think that, like Mrs. Gummidge, ‘‘ There never was no’ 
sich person,’ I have unearthed an old photograph, which took 
about three hours and a vast amount of patience to take, and the 
printers have promised to do what they can to reproduce it. 


Bill was a small black cat, not beautiful, but very musical, 
Night after night he used to lead the cats’ choir in our back garden. 
his voice being easily heard above all the others. The choir usually 
broke up in some disorder, and Bill would return minus an ear, a 


bit of tail, or a square inch of fur, but full of life and ready to 
renew the choral demonstration at the earliest opportunity, 


Brutus was a tortoise. He was married, and lived with his 
wife, Cassandra, at the bottom of the garden. I bought the pair 
from a man who swore that the only things tortoises eat were 
insects and worms, and that a healthy pair of tortoises like these 
would rid my garden of all the pests in a week or two. I was not 
well up in natural history, and of a trusting disposition, so that I 
believed him. 


What was my disgust to see the tortoises race off, directly 
they were set down, and start devouring my prize pansies. One 
hears about the fable of the hare and the tortoise, but I expect 
some bookmaker who had backed the tortoise heavily put some 
nice pansies at the winning post, and the hare never had a fair 
chance. I showed my tortoise ants, wire worms, and such like; 
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but, in vulgar parlance, there was nothing doing, so I had to build 
a wire compound in the corner of the garden and intern the 
voracious reptiles in this, feeding them on lettuces and such like. 


During my absence on holiday they were forgotten, and I 
returned to find Cassandra dead, while Brutus just survived to give 
me one reproachful look before he died; they were buried side by 
side in the garden. 


Pix was a mongrel Welsh terrier; full of the fighting spirit of 
his race, nothing was too big for him to tackle. A bull dog or a 
boar hound had only to make a face at him in the street, and he at 
once did his utmost to make them apologise. Occasionally he was 
overmatched, but so long as there was breath in his body he was 
willing to continue the combat. 


My first view of him was at 17, Bloomsbury Square, tied up 
amongst the hats and coats in the cloak room; he had been 
purchased by a famous Hall porter—Freddy by name. The man 
from whom Freddy bought the dog must have been a very thirsty 
fellow, for I had to break Pix of an unfortunate habit of entering 
all public houses that he came across, this was in the days when 
the public houses were not usually shut as now. 


Pix was a very lovable dog, but he did much as he liked; you 
might, chain him up, with his collar as tight as possible, but he 
would slip it, creep down the pharmacy behind the fixtures, and 
shoot out of the door like a whirlwind; once across the road he 
would look back and smile, then saunter off quietly down the road, 
returning in time for supper. He was a fine companion, and | 
could fill a magazine with stories of this old dog; thinking sometimes 
of him makes me paraphase a well known saying: “The more 1 see 
of my customers, the more I love my dog.” 


For ten or twelve years he was a companion in all my walks, 
and I heard it rumoured that a nervous assistant encouraged him 
to sleep in his bedroom when on night duty. 


He at length got cataract and became almost blind, until one 
day following a porter who was very friendly with him, he ran in 
front of a motor bus and was killed, as Bill died from an overdose 
of Prussic acid—all three died tragically. Since then I have had 
no further pets. 


Some people treat birds as pets, but I never was much of an 
ornithologist. Some birds have very gay plumage, feed on Paté de 
foie gras, Péche Melba and Bollinger, but they are not to be 
recommended, as they are so expensive. I should prefer changing 
one of these for a Norwich canary, which will thrive quite well on 
a little bird seed and water, varied by an occasional treat in the 
way of groundsel. I seem to remember that there were two or 
three students of my year much interested in ornithology. If this 
short article should meet their eye, PoRs ONY they could add to my 
_ brief notes on the subject. 


W.H.A., 
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